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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DIVISION OF LAND USE MANAGEMENT

REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON THE 303(d) LIST METHODS DOCUMENT

Take notice that the New Jersey Department of Environmenta) Protection (Department)
is seeking public comment on a proposed 2004 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and
Assessment Methods Document, This Methods Document is intended to satisfy New
Jersey’s requirement 1o provide a description of the methodology used to develop the
303(d) List of Impaired Waterbodies under section 303(d) of the Federal Clean Water

Act (33 U.S.C. 1313(d)).

The proposed 2004 Integrated Water Qualiry Monitoring and Assessment Methods
Dacumenr is available for review from the Division of Land Use Management, Water
Quality Standards and Assessment, PO Box 402, 401 East State Street, Trenton, New
Jersey, 08625, by calling (609)777-1753 or directly from the Department’s website at
httg:l/www.g;gte.ni.us/deg/mmmgwgt/wat/igtggratggj;‘gl/integrateglisgﬂm,hn_nl,

The State is required to biennially prepare and submit to USEPA a report addressing the

-

overall water quality of the State’s waters in accordance with Section 305(b) of the

305(b) Report or the Water Quality Inventory Report. The Federal Clean Water Act
under Section 303 (d)(1)(A) also requires the State to issue a list of water quality limited
waters. This list has been known as the 303(d) List.

In November 2001, USEPA issued guidance that encourages states to integrate the 305(b)
Report and the 303(d) List into one report. Following USEPA’s guidance, the
Department chose to develop an Integrated Report for New Jersey in 2002. The
Department anticipates submitting an Integrated Report in 2004 also. As explained in the
2002 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessmeny Report, (which can be viewed
at hitp://www.state.nj.us/dep/wmm/sewaqv/wat/in eeratedlist/Part_I.pdf), the Integrated
Report assigns waterbodies to one of § sublists. The Methods Document outlines the
technical process used to assign a waterbody to a particular sublist. The 303(d) is now
identified as Sublist § of the Integrated List.

The methods the Department intends to use 1o develop the 2004 Integrated List of
Waterbodies are described in detail in the proposed 2004 Integrated Water Qualiry




After review and consideration of comments received on the proposed 2004 Integrated
Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Methods Documeni, the Department will
prepare and public notice the proposed 2004 Integrated List. The final Integrated List of
Waters will be submitted to the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) for review as part of the 2004 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and
Assessment Reporr.

Interested persons should submit wrinen comments on the Methodology to Debra
Hammond at the Division of Land Use Management, Bureau of Water Quality Standards
and Assessment, PO Box 402, 401 East State Street, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625. All
comments must be submitted by July 2, 2003.

Emest Hahn
Assistant Commissioner

Land Use Management






